
 

 
 

 

 

Outlook 

A very happy Easter 
from St Mary’s!  

 

As the Vicar reminded everyone 
in a recent sermon, without 
Easter there would be no 
Christianity so we are looking 
forward to celebrating this most 
important of festivals during 

April.  All are welcome so please look out for 
details of services which are to be found in the 
centre of this magazine and on posters around St 
Mary’s.  Highlights include: 
 

7th at 10:00am ’All Age’ service  
14th at 9:45am  Palm Sunday procession begins in 
the precinct by the Stanton Room 
 

On Good Friday (19th) we welcome the Archdeacon 
of Cheltenham, Phil Andrew, who will lead our 
Three Hour Devotion (12:00noon to 3:00pm) - come 
for the whole or dip in and out for part of the 
service. 
 

On Easter Day, 21st, our services are: 
5:50am  Dawn Service in the Vicarage Garden 
followed by bacon butties! Sign the list at the 

back of church if you will be attending. 
8:00am Holy Communion  
10:00am Parish Communion  

6:30pm Full Choral Evensong 
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From the Vicar 

Psalm 34.4 ‘I sought the Lord, and he heard me, 

and delivered me from all my fears’. 

In my lifetime, the last few years has surely been 

one of the most fearful in living memory. So many 

worrying events, which of course continue to run out their 

course in the history annals of our time.  

As I reflect upon the ‘problem years’ we are currently living 

through I will have to admit, perhaps in reality it hasn’t been 

one of the worst years for me. I continue to be healthy, have a 

roof over my head; I have food, some savings and I enjoy the 

love and support of a wonderful family. It appears the ‘problem’ 

is ‘out there’ - I see signs of it but it is at arms-length, so why 

then does it all feel so fearful? Why does the current state of 

affairs seem to be so distraught? 

There are many theories as to why some of the things that have 

occurred are so alarming – one however, is the notion that 

‘fear’ is good for keeping power in the hands of those who 

already hold it. A struggling fearful population usually puts up 

with all sorts of injustice and hardship.  

Such things that might cause this fear are dreadful wars 

overseas, the constant pictures of refugees, migrants - the 

problem of having them, the problem of not having enough of 

them; the warnings about a 5th column of terrorists waiting to 

kill us in our own towns and streets; the visible signs of poverty 

in our towns - the homeless, the beggars, the elderly struggling 

for social care, the death rattle of the NHS; prisons rioting, the 
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instability of power production, the rail networks in chaos. And 

to add to the uncertainty, the constant worry of leaving the EU 

and Trump! 

Who dares to ask why, after all these years of democracy and 

free enterprise and wealth, is life in this country not yet a 

harmony?  Why has the ideology of the free market not made 

everyone a stakeholder? Who could argue against free market 

economics – who would want to be labelled as one of those 

fools that reject such a democratic orthodoxy? The problem is, 

quite a few people are rejecting it – those who have been left 

behind by it, those who are most fearful, adding to the 

uncertainty, and allowing all sorts of dangerous ideologies to 

take root. 

Life, despite all the scaremongering, will go on – but we need to 

care deeply about the quality and value of life for those that are 

living in fear, in fear of their employment, their housing 

provision, health and education etc. There are many 

communities that remain distant and fearful because they have 

no stake in the capitalist/freedom ideology. Capitalism itself is 

not freedom, because to have freedom you must have equality 

and justice. These are the principles that liberate people from 

poverty and fear, and resist greed – resist an ideology of fear 

and injustice. Rather, embrace a Christian Ideology/theology, 

Love God, Love neighbour, care deeply, protect the weak, the 

poor the less fortunate – then, then there will be no fear. 

Happy Easter to you all, 

Graham 
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Calendar of Regular Events 

Sunday 

Services 

8:00am  Holy Communion (said) 

10:00am  All Age Worship with Communion  

                  - 1st Sunday in the month 

10:00am  Parish Communion  

                 - 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th Sundays each 

month 

6:30pm  Choral Evensong 

Church 

Monday to 

Friday 

9:00am  Morning Prayer 

5:30pm  Evening Prayer 

Church 

Tuesday 7:30pm  Bell Ringers’ Practice Church Tower 

Wednesdays 

in term time 

8:50am  Open the Book 

12:00noon  Open the Book 

CKIS 

CKJS 

Thursdays in 

term time 

12:00noon  Open the Book 
Glenfall School 

Thursday 10:15am  Little Fishes—a service for pre-

schoolers and their carers 

11:00am  Holy Communion (CW Order 2) 

Church 

Friday 9:30am  Church Flowers 

2:00pm  Happy Circle 

7:00pm  Choir Practice 

Church 

Parish Centre 

Church 

3rd Saturday 

each month 

9:30am  Churchyard clear up  (see page 8 for 

more information) 

St Mary’s 

churchyard 

For more information about any of the above events, or those listed on Pages 

6 and 7, please see the parish website at www.stmarysck.org.uk or contact 

the Parish Office (see page 12) 
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St Mary’s Charlton Kings 

All Age Services 2019 

Dates: 

Sunday 7th April 

Sunday 5th May 

Sunday 2nd June 

Sunday 7th July 

Sunday 4th August 

Sunday 1st September     

Sunday 6th October          

Sunday 3rd November 

Sunday 1st December 

Everyone (from 0 to 100+ years) welcome! 

10:00 a.m. 
followed by 

refreshments 
in church 

Fun with Pancakes  - All Age Service 3rd March 
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Church Calendar continued from page 4 

New faces are always welcome at any of our services and events—we 

would be delighted to see you.  Updates to both service and events may 

be viewed on our website at stmarysck.org.uk/calendar 

1 April 1:00pm  Funeral of Ella (Jill) Alexander 

2:30pm  Mothers’ Union Afternoon Group 

7:30pm  Lent Course—Christ and the Chocolaterie 

Church 

Parish Centre 

Parish Centre 

2 April 9:15am Mothers’ Union Corporate Communion Church 

8 April 11:30am Funeral of Anna Buttery 

7:30pm Mothers’ Union House Group 

7:30pm Lent Course—Christ and the Chocolaterie 

Crematorium 

Member’s 

home 

Parish Centre 

10 April 7:30pm Annual Parochial Church Meeting Church 

14 April 12:00noon Baptism of Dorothy Dundas Church 

15 April 7:30pm Evening Worship—Stations of the Cross Church 

16 April 7:30pm Evening Worship—Celtic Style Church 

17 April 7:30pm Evening Worship—Taizé Church 

18 April 7:30pm Maundy Mass and Stripping of the Altars 

8:30pm (until midnight)  The Watch in the Garden 

Church 

19 April 9:15am Good Friday Liturgy 

10:00am Walk of Witness (starts at Hoy Apostles) 

12:00noon Three Hour Devotion 

Church 

Village 

Church 

21 April Alleluia!  Christ is Risen! - for services see page 1 Church 

Church Services and Special Events 
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25 April 7:30pm St Mary’s Open Group Parish Centre 

28 April 12:00noon Baptism of Jackson Oldring Church 

6 May 2:30pm  Mothers’ Union Afternoon Group Parish Centre 

12 May 12:00noon  Baptism of Grace Pilling Church 

13 May 7:30pm Mothers’ Union House Group Members’ 

home 

15 May 11:00am  Memorial Service for Andrew Leng 

7:30pm  Archdeacon’s Visitation 

Church 

Church 

20 May Bible Study Group Member’s 

home 

21 May 4:30pm  Wedding rehearsal Church 

22 May 1:00pm  Wedding of David Quinn and Paula 

Robinson 

Church 
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Rise and shine on Easter Day (21
st
 April) 

 

A dawn service will be held in the Vicarage Garden—starting at 5:50 

am (yes, that is ten to six in the morning!).  The short service will be 

followed by bacon butties (vegetarian option will be provided) as 

we join together in fellowship and celebration of the Resurrection of 

Christ.  Please sign the list at the back of church if you are going 

to attend. 
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St Mary’s Churchyard Working Parties 
 

The Church of St Mary stands in the middle of the 
village of Charlton Kings.  Its Churchyard 
contains graves going back many centuries, 
many of historic interest, including a War grave.  
The lych gate was erected as a memorial of those 
who served n the 2014 - 8 war.  People in the 
village regularly walk through, particulary in the 
spring when the bulbs are such a pleasure. 

 

Over time the trees and shrubs in the churchyard have grown.  Some 
were planted and some have simply planted themselves.  All need to 
be kept in trim.  The larger trees are managed by professionals, but 
the shrubs need to be cut back in most years.  The grass is trimmed 
professionally, but there is considerable growth, wanted and not, in 
and around the graves. 
 

Each 3rd Saturday of the months from March to October, a group 
works in the Churchyard between 09.30 and 12.30 to tidy the graves, 
trim the bushes and whatever other jobs occur, to keep the area 
pleasant to see and walk through.  It is a 
friendly group.  Some members 
concentrate on an area they have 
chosen, others look for the area most in 
current need of work.  Usually two or 
three work together or next to each 
other, so there in much friendly 
conversation - even more so when we 
stop for coffee and biscuits or cake at 11 
am. 
 

At the moment this working group is small, but we would be VERY 
pleased to have more members - you don’t have to be a member of 
the church to join us.  If you could only spare an hour, then make it 
round 11 am when we all get together, drink and chat.  If you can 
bring your own tools and rubbish collection bags that would be 
helpful, but there are usually some of both to be loaned. 
We look forward to meeting more members of this group. 
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Christian Aid Week: ‘All mums 

should live’ 

Sierra Leone is the world’s most 

dangerous place to become a mum. Every 

day 10 women die from giving birth. In Sawula district, six hours south 

from the capital, Freetown, the community struggle with a clinic which 

has no electricity and only two delivery beds.  

Jebbeh’s Story 

Jebbeh is heavily pregnant but as her baby grows, 

it’s not joy that fills her heart, but fear. When 

Jebbeh’s sister Fatmata went in to labour, there 

were so few ambulances that Fatmata had no 

choice but to walk for three hours under the 

baking sun, to the nearest hospital. The journey 

was long and with every step Fatmata struggled to 

keep walking.  

Jebbeh told us: ‘My sister was crying out with hunger. She died on the 

side of the road. She never gave birth.’ 

This Christian Aid Week, together, we can make childbirth safe for mums 

and babies. Through our gifts and prayers, we can help give the world’s 

poorest mums a chance to live. 

Sunday, 12th May at 10:00 am 

We are delighted to welcome Noel Sharp as our preacher at the Family 

Communion on 12th May.  Noel is a local representative and speaker 

for Christian Aid. 
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Stand with mums 

This Christian Aid Week, 12-18 May, our church is hoping to 

deliver a red Christian Aid envelope through nearly every letter-

box.  We are hoping that many of these envelopes will come back 

to us, filled with a donation which 

will help to change the situation 

for mums-to-be, and bring them 

closer to the advantages which we 

enjoy – and take for granted – in 

Charlton Kings.  Could you help us 

with this?  There are getting on for 

5,000 houses in Charlton Kings, 

and delivering to even a few of them would be a great help. 

Will you be a partner for change? If our church raised £300, it 

could help provide a new delivery bed so more mums like Jebbeh 

can deliver their babies safely. 

Speak to our Parish Office today and join us 

so women like Jebbeh can celebrate more 

happy birth days. 
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Make a note and save the date: 

The APCM will be held in church at 7:30pm on 10 April.  This is a 

very important meeting when churchwardens, PCC members and 

Deanery Synod representatives will be elected.  The meeting will also 

receive reports on church activities during 2018 together with 

financial reports and an outline of plans for 2019.  The meeting also 

provides people with an opportunity for questions to the Vicar and  

the elected representatives of the parish. 
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Funerals 
during February and March 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with 

the families of Mary Smith,  

Anne Faulkner, Joan Williams,  

Jeffrey Arnold, David Williams, 

Dorothy Edwards, Paddy Paddon,  

Jill Alexander and Anna Buttery 

whose funeral services have taken, or 

are soon to take place at St Marys. 

Fridays at Six—Wedding 

and Baptism Enquiries 

If you wish to enquire about or book a 

wedding or a baptism, please come to 

St Mary’s  Parish Office on the first 

floor of the Parish Centre, New Street 

Charlton Kings, GL53 8JJ, on any 

Friday evening between 6:00 and 6:30 

p.m. in order to meet the Vicar and 

complete the preliminary paperwork. 

St Mary’s Church is 

located in the centre 

of Charlton Kings 

within the triangle 

formed by Horsefair 

Street, Church Street 

and New Street. 

 

Contacting us: 

The Parish Office is 

located within the 

Parish Centre on New 

Street.  Telephone:  

01242 224883 and 

please leave a 

message clearly 

stating your name and 

a return ‘phone  

number and we will 

respond as soon as 

possible. 

 

Alternatively, email 

your enquiry to  

po@stmarysck.org.uk 
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