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A message from the Vicar. The other day I found myself 

wistfully looking into a shop full of gadgets – the shop was a 

thing of beauty, modern, clean and minimal. I stood looking at a 

mobile phone, eyes full of wonder and awe – I was convinced I 

needed it. I could do so much with it; I could even make 

telephone calls if I really had to. The irony of the name of this 

shop is not lost to me either when I think about temptation. 

Christmas spending has become, for many households, an issue 

of great strife. In November we will be subjected to a marketing 

onslaught, a relentless bombarding of our senses with 

advertisements encouraging us to fizz with excitement… and 

part with our cash so that we can guarantee a perfect 

Christmas. That’s the really important thing: part with your 

cash, or your Christmas will be diminished. Christmas places 

great expectations and demands on people. 

I am walking a thin line, I know, and it’s easy to sound like an 

old curmudgeon. It is easy to be negative about the relentless 

commercialisation. It is very easy to bemoan the devaluing of 

Christmas and its actual but little observed or little known true 

message – the birth of Jesus, of God amongst us.  

It’s a bit of an old chestnut for 

Christians to point out that 

before we start proclaiming 

Jesus born among us we 

actually have the season of 

Advent, a penitential season 
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where we reflect on our lives and seek God to forgive us our 

frail human nature. Advent is a period of preparation for 

Christmas; and it has little or nothing to do with shopping – 

Advent is the period of time when the things that separate us 

from God, from knowing Jesus, are set aside, meditated on 

and, crucially, dispensed with. 

Celebrate the birth of Christ this year with your heart full of 
love, be generous with that love, be kind and be happy – but 
know Christmas is about Jesus, the gift from God to each of us. 
His love in Jesus Christ is priceless.  

Graham 

Christmas memorial candles 

Christmas is a time when we particularly miss loved family 
members and friends. In recent years, we have placed candles 
around the windowsills in church recalling the names of loved 
ones.  These are lit for the first time during the Nine Lessons 
and Carols service on Sunday 22nd December and 
subsequently during the Christmas and the main services until 
Candlemas.  If you’d like a person remembered please add 
their name to the list at 
the back of church. 

Afterwards most of the 
candles are recycled for 
use as daily votives in St 
David’s Chapel and on 
Sundays in front of the 
altar - we need almost 
550 votives a year! 
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Charlton Kings Christmas 
Event and Lights Switch On 

This year’s popular community 
event will be held in Church 
Piece on Friday 6th December 
between 3 and 6pm.  Aside from 
the many stalls, events include 

Santa’s arrival, a grotto and carols sung by pupils from local 
schools.  Visit the St Mary’s stand which will also have details 
of services over the Christmas period. 

Update on the heating project ...   

It has been a long time in the planning but,  after much work 

by many people,  we are delighted that a contractor has been 

appointed and work to renew the obsolete heating system in 

St Mary’s Church is now well underway with a working system 

to be complete by the end of November.  Any outstanding 

work will be paused through December due to the heavy use 

of the church during that month and over the Christmas 

period before being resumed and brought to completion in 

January. The cost of the project is just over £109,000 — a 

considerable sum which will leave  our reserves very much 

depleted.  Donations towards the cost of the heating project 

would be very welcome!  Please contact either the Vicar, Revd 

Graham Bowkett, or Churchwardens, Jean Huckett and Colin 

Revell, if you would like to contribute in support of this 

project.  
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Lights, Camera, 

Action 

For two short 

weekends in 

September, a little 

piece of Hollywood came to Charlton Kings. Before you all 

get too excited, I'm afraid Poldark has not relocated to 

Cheltenham! What did happen, though, is hugely exciting for 

our choir. 

A number of years ago the choir held a concert to raise 

money to fund the making of a video to be shown in local 

schools, the aim being to recruit new young people to join 

us. 

We were very lucky to secure the services of Stuart and his 

wife, Heather, who came all the way from near Salisbury to 

spend two evenings with us capturing our rehearsal time 

together. Being on camera was a new experience to many of 

us but we all soon relaxed and the filming of the rehearsals 

went very well. There was, as ever, much singing and much 

laughing and there were also cameo roles for Graham, Neil 

and some of our young choristers, who got to share their 

experiences of the choir. 

At the time of writing, the hours of footage shot are being  

edited into the final film, which we hope to be able to share 

with you soon and take into schools in the new year. 
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We are very grateful to all those who donated their time or 

money to make this project possible. 

 

Membership of the choir is open to all from the age of 8 

upwards, and members are always welcome. 

Visit  www.stmarysmusic.org.uk for further information. 

 

Street Pastors 10th Commissioning  

This year Cheltenham Street Pastors celebrates 

10 years of patrolling the streets of our town. We 

have also just been awarded the Police and Crime 

Commissioner’s ‘Community Hero Award’ so we 

have lots to celebrate as well as commissioning 

our new recruits. 

We would like to invite you to our special service 

which this year is being held at Cambray, where our very first 

Commissioning took place in 2009. It will be held on 

Saturday 7th December at 7.30pm and will be followed by a 

finger buffet. We are pleased that Revd Les Isaac 

(international founder of Street Pastors) will be speaking and 

the Bishop of Gloucester will also be a part of the service.  

Please email cheltenham@streetpastors.org.uk to find out 

more. Sarah Chad CSP Coordinator 

mailto:cheltenham@streetpastors.org.uk
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Sunday 

Services 

8:00am  Holy Communion (said) 

10:00am  All Age Worship with Communion  

  3rd November, 1st December, 

  5th January, 2nd February 

10:00am  Parish Communion  

  2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th Sundays  

6:30pm  Choral Evensong 

Church 

Monday to 

Friday 

9:00am  Morning Prayer 

5:30pm  Evening Prayer 

Church 

Tuesday 7:30pm  Bell Ringers’ Practice Church Tower 

Wednesdays 

in term time 

12:00noon  Open the Book CKJS 

Thursdays in 

term time 

12:00noon  Open the Book 
Glenfall School 

Thursday 10:15am  Little Fishes - a service for pre-

schoolers and their carers 

11:00am  Holy Communion (CW Order 2) 

Church 

Friday 9:30am  Church Flowers 

2:00pm  Happy Circle 

7:00pm  Choir Practice 

Church 

Parish Centre 

Church 

3rd Saturday 

each month 

9:30am  Churchyard clear up  from March to 

October 

St Mary’s 

churchyard 

Regular Events and Services 

For more information about any of the above events, or for other services 

and events at St Mary’s Church, please see the parish website at 

www.stmarysck.org.uk /WP/church-life/calendar or contact the Parish 

Office (see back cover for details). 
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3rd 

November 

All Souls’ Service  6:30pm.  Church 

24th 

November 

Ecumenical Songs of Praise    6:30pm Church 

1st 

December 

Advent Carol Service 6:30pm Church 

8th 

December 

Christingle   4:00pm Church 

22nd 

December 

Nine Lessons and Carols 6:30pm Church 

24th 

December 

Crib Services   2:30pm and 4:00pm 
Midnight Mass  11:30pm 

Church 

25th 

December 

Holy Communion  8:00am 
Parish Communion  10:00am 

Church 

19th January United Service for the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity 

The Baptist 

Church 

Dates for the Diary 

Knitting and Nattering Go Together! 

A group of knitters meet in the library every Thursday afternoon from 2-
4pm. This is a friendly group enjoying a good natter while knitting anything 
from children’s clothes and toys  for a charity in Rwanda, blankets and car-
digans for premature babies, Christmas/Easter 
novelties for sale or just your own knitting for 
family etc. 

New knitters always welcome,  just come 
along and join us. 
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The Church at the Cheltenham Festival Events 

Did you know that our diocese has a tent at all the town’s 

festivals?  Why? Well, the festivals attract large numbers of 

people, especially families, so it’s important that the Church 

has the opportunity to talk to people about jazz, music, 

science or literature to try and give them a Christian 

perspective.  As an example, during the October literature 

festival, families could come into 

a Chatterbox tent where there 

were activities for all ages, 

including decoding mysterious 

messages which challenged 

teenagers to be kinder to each 

other on social media.  Earlier in 

the year during this summer’s 

science festival,  younger children could make “DNA” 

bracelets to show that we are all unique human beings.  

Look out for opportunities to volunteer at future festival 

events – exhausting but great fun!  

 

LIFE vision party 

9 November at All Saints Academy 2-5pm 

   

Fun for all with entertainment.  Loads of activities including a 

range of sports, face-painting, food (a hog roast /vegetarian 
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and vegan options), music, 

singing, choirs and dancing 

with a question time with 

both Bishops and 

Archdeacons. 

 

Please visit the event 

page for more 

information. 

In addition, there will be a 

Bake Off competition with Tom Herbert from The fabulous 

Baker Brothers and the Bishop of Gloucester, the Right Revd 

Rachel Treweek, judging all the entries. Everyone is 

encouraged to enter; see the webpage for more information. 

www.gloucester.anglican.org/2019/party-time/   

 

Mothers’ Union Group 

Every January the Mothers’ Union group meet for Corporate 
Communion in church instead of their usual meeting in the 
Parish Centre. Quite often a new member is enrolled at this 
service. It is also a time when all members can affirm their 
commitment to the wonderful work that Mothers’ Union 
does throughout the world. Our service next year will be on 
Monday January 6th at 2:30pm, followed by tea and biscuits. 
Anyone is welcome to join us. For further details phone 
Brenda Davitt on 01242 230951. 
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Receiving, using & giving gifts in the Kingdom of God. 
 
It may seem a little early to be thinking of Christmas, but please 
bear with me: without an early appeal for help many of the 
activities that occur during the Christmas season would struggle 
to happen. 
 
Christmas is a season of thanksgiving, joy and giving; we all love 
that feeling of receiving an amazing present. But there are 
different types of gift, and in the Church we often celebrate gifts 
differently. It may seem strange to think that you may be given 
a gift, but  when you reach out your hands you don’t actually 
seem to receive anything! But the gifts you receive from God 
are actually of far greater importance than the gifts that you will 
receive around your tree on Christmas morning. 
 
The Bible describes the gifts which you receive as spiritual gifts, 
and these are useful for helping others. In 1 Corinthians it says, 
“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there 
are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are 
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers 
them all in everyone…God has appointed in the church first 

apostles, second 
prophets, third 
teachers, then 
miracles, then gifts of 
healing, helping, 
administrating, and 
various kinds of 
tongues.” 
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Some of these may seem a little far fetched for many of us, and 
we would struggle to think of ourselves as great prophets, 
apostles or miracle workers; but others are far more 
achievable. There could be the opportunity to use those gifts or 
talents that God has given you: they may be in food 
preparation, they could be simply as a volunteer listening to 
others, or just as a bit of muscle to help lug things around. But 
they can all be a gift in providing for someone who is struggling 
over the Christmas season. 
 
The greatest feeling is often found in the giving of a gift rather 
than the receiving. This can include when we use our time as a 
gift, as well as actual physical gifts. 
 
If you are able to help, and you want to give gifts in a different 
way this Christmas, there are many opportunities available. To 
name just a couple, there is a food bank run by the Trussell 
Trust, and there is Open Door, a charity dedicated to the most 
vulnerable in our society; and there is a 24-hour Christmas 
shelter opening over Christmas at St Luke’s Church. Below are 
two websites with details. Please do take the time to see if 
there is anything that you can do to help. 
 
https://cheltenhamopendoor.org.uk/christmas-support/ 
 
https://www.trusselltrust.org/get-help/find-a-foodbank/
cheltenham/ 

https://cheltenhamopendoor.org.uk/christmas-support/
https://www.trusselltrust.org/get-help/find-a-foodbank/cheltenham/
https://www.trusselltrust.org/get-help/find-a-foodbank/cheltenham/
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Confirmation 

Choosing to be baptised and confirmed at 

St Mary’s was important to me.  

It was an outward statement of faith that 

was a mature and symbolic act and an 

important step in a very personal journey. 

I have deepened my knowledge of Christian values and 

expectations through regularly attending services at St Mary’s 

and also taking part in the confirmation evening classes. I feel 

that I have furthered my faith and added depth to its meaning.  

Confirmation for me is a moment of transformation and the 

awakening of lifelong spiritual awareness. Life's journey 

presents unique challenges and experiences for everyone and 

through some of my own personal experiences I have grown 

emotionally, changed and adapted to various circumstances. 

Each time I come through each chapter more developed as an 

individual. I believe this is God at work within the human spirit, 

enforcing strength, courage and power within. This journey has 

been about opening myself up, receiving God’s love 

wholeheartedly and promising to live and practise the Christian 

faith as a spiritual adult in my everyday life. My faith has been a 

discovery of a relationship which has helped me make sense of 

life. It’s been a trusting guide. Being confirmed means I will be 

able to practise my faith with an increased ability and deeper 

connection to everything around me. Confirmation is a 

celebration on a journey to receiving and giving peace and love. 

Being confirmed is accepting God’s invitation to a more 
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meaningful way of life. It is about becoming a visible presence by 

continuing God’s work both within and outside the church 

community and being a committed representative of Christian 

faith.  

My personal connection to Christ has been strengthened on this 

journey. My life is and will always be indiscriminately devoted to 

the service of others, my faith walking firmly beside me and fixed 

after the confirmation service. 

Bex. 
 

Cathedral Ride 

In August this year my brother and I joined 12 other cyclists to 
ride a loop from Newmarket in Suffolk to Kings Lynn and then 
back.  We visited Bury St Edmonds and Ely Cathedrals, and King’s 
Lynn Minster. In total the ride was supposed to be 135 miles, but 
with various deviations from the most direct route because of 
misdirection (getting lost) and wanting to see other beautiful 
churches along the way in the end I think we did considerably 
more.  

I would like to sincerely thank everyone who supported me in 
this endeavour. The ride raised over £800 which will be split 
between St Mary’s, and the Archbishop of Canterbury’s charity 
the Lambeth Partnership. Your 
support has supported a life 
changing and community saving 
initiative.  

Thank you and God bless. 

Graham 
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What is going on in Charlton Kings ? 
 

Charlton Kings continues to be a busy place with more and 
more homes being fitted into spaces where there used to be 
a garden or a driveway.  Our newcomers bring a wealth of 
diversity into the area and St Mary’s Church is looking 
forward to welcoming them all! Hopefully more and more 
families will come to our All Ages services on the first Sunday 
in the month at 10am – to join in with the worship and the 
fun, and to claim their Jelly Jesus. 

Its been a busy summer and people from our community 
have been involved in a variety of activities. Many of us had 
our bicycles coded recently – this service was organised by 
the Neighbourhood Watch team, Police Crime Prevention 
Officers and Charlton Kings Parish Council in an effort to 
reduce bicycle theft and to make it easier to return a stolen 
bicycle to its owner. This free service saw over 390 bicycles 
coded in total. 

Allotment holders gathered in the Stanton Room for their 
annual Awards Evening. Awards were presented to several 

people but the prize 
for the best 
allotment in 
Charlton Kings went 
to Neil Hyde. If you 
are an allotment 
holders with a 
surplus of produce, 
and you are willing 
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to give some away, 
please remember 
that St Mary’s can 
always find a home 
where a family 
would be most 
grateful for all 
donations you 
make. 

The Charlton Kings 
Christmas Fayre will be held on Friday 6th December in 
Church Piece from 3 to 6pm. As usual there will be stalls 
selling gifts and refreshments and St Mary’s will have our 
own stall stocked full of homemade produce including cakes, 
preserves and Christmas novelties. Please come and enjoy 
the festive atmosphere and stay long enough to see the 
Christmas lights being switched on.    

At 7.45pm on Friday 6th December, the Community Players 
will present their Christmas production 'Let us be Merry 
2019' in Sacred Hearts Hall. Tickets £5 on the door. 

The Parish Council is asking us to check that we are 
registered to vote – just in case there is another General 
Election soon. If you aren’t sure, just contact Election 
Services on 01242 262626. 

Much more has happened in Charlton Kings and in particular 
in our church, and in the run-up to Christmas we are going to 
be very busy with special services for all, so please watch out 
for banners on our railings,  and details on our website and 
pew sheets for more information.   
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Baptisms, Weddings, 

and Funerals 
during August, September & October 

 

Baptisms – Sonny Shelley; Jack McLelland; 

Edward Filmer; Austin Westaway; William 

Heron; Lowenna Cowley 

Weddings – Andrew Price and Anna 

MacLachlan; Christopher Cammies and 

Caroline Hindley; Karl Gillings and 

Madelaine Smith 

Funerals – John Mason; Margaret Eccles; 

Sheila Earl; Ethel Drake; Robert Beeston; 

Margaret Davies; Mike Wallace; Christine 

Merrett; Derek Midwinter; Joan Costley-

White; Harold Ward; Donald Sherwell; 

Patricia Nicholson; Lilian Harrop. 

Fridays at Six—Wedding and 

Baptism Enquiries 
If you wish to enquire about or book a 

wedding or a baptism, please come to 

St Mary’s  Parish Office on the first 

floor of the Parish Centre, New Street 

Charlton Kings, GL53 8JJ, on any 

Friday evening between 6:00 and 6:30 

pm in order to meet the Vicar and 

complete the preliminary paperwork. 

St Mary’s Church is 

located in the centre 

of Charlton Kings 

within the triangle 

formed by Horsefair 

Street, Church Street 

and New Street. 

 

Contacting us: 

The Parish Office is 

located within the 

Parish Centre on New 

Street.  Telephone:  

01242 224883 and 

please leave a 

message clearly 

stating your name and 

a return phone  

number and we will 

respond as soon as 

possible. 

 

Alternatively, email 

your enquiry to  

po@stmarysck.org.uk 


