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From the Vicar: 
 

This morning, as we begin a new month, a 

month where we will be facing many complex 

issues that we must work through as a church 

and as we think about how we effectively and 

sensibly start to re-open the church building.  I 

want to assure everyone reading, that great 

care and much consideration will be given to 

how we safely move forward over the next few 

weeks and months.  

One of the most interesting things for me over 

the last three months has been the many 

wonderful and engaging enterprises that have 

gone on in wider community, and across this town.  The feeding of the 5000 

initiative has been a remarkable example of generosity and neighbourly love.  I 

have also, though, found it a puzzle that so many of my colleagues have, with 

zeal, made it known that they consider their church building to be at  best a 

nuisance, or at worst unnecessary.  This love hate relationship with church 

buildings I guess is nothing new. 
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Services for Sunday 5th July  
 

We look forward to welcoming as many people as possible on line to our All Age 

service this Sunday via the link on St Mary’s website— https://

www.stmarysck.org.uk/WP/.  For those who prefer a more traditional service 

there will be a Common Worship Order 2 Holy Communion on the website at 

8:00am 
 

We are pleased to able to offer a DVD of the service to those people who do not 

have computer access but do have a DVD player.  If you know someone to who 

does not have internet access and who would like to receive a DVD recording of 

St Mary’s Sunday Service, please contact  the Churchwardens, Colin or Jean 

(details on page 12).   
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Many of the reasons for this is that buildings do cost a lot of money to 

maintain, especially when they are Grade II listed such as St Mary’s.  Everything 

we do with that building costs time, effort and lots of money.  I can see why 

many of my colleagues would think it wise to unfetter themselves from that 

commitment.  Another good reason is that many think by being in a building 

you are limiting, or perhaps excluding people as our bricks and mortar become 

‘fortress St Mary’s’ to the exclusion of the community around.  And there is (as 

there are many important reasons) of course the notion that the early church 

met in the home – they didn’t need great big edify buildings to proclaim God’s 

love in a community, or to be church.  Although in the time of Jesus many of 

the early Christians would have still gone to the temple.   

The reason I say all this is because, 

having continued to pray, continued 

to worship God, continued to 

endeavour to be a good Christian – 

standing in St Mary’s as I did the 

other day I could not help but be 

moved by the sensation of this place 

being drenched in holiness.  It is 

nothing like taking a communion or 

saying a prayer in a living room.  St 

Mary’s is simply a place full of the Spirit of God – reflective, sacred, and deeply 

mystical without itself uttering a single word.  It is enough to say that I believe 

its presence does all the talking for it.  Words are not necessary.  The old 

expression for this perhaps is that St Mary’s is a sermon in stone.  

Wesley said ‘the world is my parish’ – and I wholeheartedly agree, but as we 

consider re- opening St Mary’s I cannot pretend I am not excited about the 

prospect.  I eagerly look forward to when I can welcome all of you once again 

back through the door of this sacred, marvellous beautiful God filled space.  

Blessings 

 

Graham 
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50 years a Sidesman 

Brian Clarke, who recently celebrated his 90th birthday, has been a committed 

member of St Mary’s congregation for more than 50 years.  Moving to Charlton 

Kings in the 1960s he joined the band of sidesmen (now referred to as 

’welcomers’) in 1970, greeting people with a smile and a friendly word as he 

handed out the service books.  He also served as Churchwarden from 1976 to 

1979.  Until recently, when poor health intervened, Brian remained a regular in 

church, rarely missing a Sunday and enjoying the opportunity to continue with 

helping take the collection, reading lessons and offering a cheerful  and friendly 

welcome to all.   We congratulate Brian on achieving half a century of service as 

a sidesman at  St Mary’s! 

Still available to watch . . .  if you haven’t already viewed it, or would like to 

enjoy it again.  This stunning aerial film taken by Stewart Wall using a drone.  

Enjoy views of St Mary’s which few, if any of us will have seen before!  Go to 

https://www.stmarysck.org.uk/WP/  where you will find it under ‘Recent Posts’ 

Celebrate via the Pew Sheet/Newsletter 
 

If you have a special event or anniversary which you would like to share with 
everyone in this newsletter, email the brief details to 
churchwarden@stmarysck.org.uk or vicar@stmarysck.org.uk— and make sure 
you do so in good time (a week or two ahead of the date) for your news to be 
included at the right time. 
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All Age Service with Communion for Sunday, 5th July —  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome and Notices 
 
 

Worship Song   

 
 
Opening Prayer We have come together as the family of God 
in  

our Father’s presence to offer him praise and 
thanksgiving;  
to hear and to receive his holy word; 
to bring before him the needs of the world; 
to ask for his forgiveness of our sins and to seek his Grace, 
that, through his Son our Lord Jesus Christ, we may give 
ourselves to his service. 
 

Heavenly Father,  
in our worship help us to sing your praise, 
confess our sins, 
hear your word, 
and bring our prayers to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 

Saying Sorry  Let us confess our sins, 
the wrong things we have done 
and the harm we have caused to others, 
and ask for forgiveness from Almighty God. 
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Father God,  
we are sorry for all the wrong things we do and say, 
and for not thinking of others before ourselves. 
Please forgive us,  
and help us to love you and other people more and more. 
Amen. 
 

Listen, for the God who created you says: 
‘I forgive you, forgive others, 
forgive yourselves and be at peace. 
Amen. 
 

Bible Reading    
 

Talk 
 

Worship Song   

 
 
The Celtic Creed   We believe in God above us, 

maker and sustainer of all life, 
of sun and moon, 
of water and earth, 
of male and female. 
 

We believe in God beside us, 
Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 
born of woman,  
servant of the poor, 
tortured and nailed to a tree. 
A man of sorrows, he died forsaken. 
He descended into the earth to the place of death. 
On the third day he rose from the tomb. 
He ascended into heaven, to be everywhere present, 
and his kingdom will come on earth. 
 

We believe in God within us, 
the Holy Spirit of Pentecostal fire, 
life-giving breath of the Church, 
Spirit of healing and forgiveness, 
source of resurrection and of eternal life. 
Amen.  
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Praying Together    
 

at the end of the prayers we say together 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
   

Communion 
 

The God of Love be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Great Creator Spirit, 
from whom all life comes forth, 
here we gather again with bread and wine, 
seeking your presence,  
longing once more to be nourished. 
 

We hunger for wholeness in our lives, 
for unity on earth 
and for peace among the nations. 
And we know that only in your love 
can such peace and unity be found. 
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And so, with all that we are, 
and all that we can give, 
we give you thanks and our praise. 
 

The earth is full of your glory, O Lord 
and for the earth we give you thanks 
and ask your blessing. 
 

We now also ask you to bless this offering 
of bread and wine, 
to accept it fully, 
to make it perfect and worthy, 
that it may become for us the Bread of Life 
and the Cup of Salvation. 
 

We remember Jesus, 
who on the night before he suffered, 
took bread and, lifting it up and giving thanks to you, 
he blessed it, broke it and gave it to his friends, saying: 
‘Take, eat, for this is my body which is given for you.’ 
 

Then he took the cup, 
blessed the wine and gave it to them, saying: 
‘Take and drink this, for this cup is my blood, 
which shall be shed for the  forgiveness of all. 
Whenever you do these things, you shall remember me.’ 
 

And so, Lord, 
in memory of Jesus, 
we your children offer you these gifts. 
We call on your Holy Spirit now to bless them - 
the holy bread of life and the cup of eternal blessing - 
and to make them worthy to please you. 
Accept with them the sacrifice of our hearts 
that all who share in this bread and this cup 
may be blessed in your love. 
We pray this in the name of Jesus, your Son our Lord. 

   Amen. 
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Readings for Trinity 5 —Sunday, 12th July 
 

Optional:  Genesis 25:19-34,  Psalm 119:105-112  
 

New Testament Reading:  Romans 8:1-11  
  

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9,18-23 

 
Worship Song    
 
 

 
Blessing:   The peace of God, 

which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen.  

Private Prayer in Church 
 

St Mary’s will again be open for private prayer this afternoon (Sunday) from 

2:00 to 4:00pm.  As with the last two weeks, social distancing regulations must 

be observed and numbers inside the building at any one time will be limited.  

Please follow the guidance of the stewards on duty, using only those pews 

which have been made available. 
 

There is a ‘one way’ system in place so entry is only through the West Door 

and, after making your prayers, please leave via the South Door.  Hand sanitiser 

must be used on entering and leaving the church.  Face masks are optional.  

The vestry, transepts and choir stalls are not in use—so regrettably, there are 

no toilet facilities available in St Mary’s. 
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Join in Daily Prayer online 
 

If you have access to a computer, tablet or smart phone, the Church of England   

offers a number of ‘Apps’ to download and use at home or on the move if you 

are travelling.   

 

The ’Daily Prayer’ app is used by the ministry team for Morning and Evening 

Prayer on weekdays at St Mary’s.  It includes the psalms, readings and collect 

set for each day obviating the need to juggle a number of books or flip 

backwards and forwards through the book!  There is a ‘free’ version which can 

be downloaded but to access the full ‘offline’ access there is an annual 

subscription charge of £2.99. 
 

To see the full range of what is available visit the website at https://

www.chpublishing.co.uk/apps. 

Time to Pray on weekdays —Join in Morning and Evening Prayer at home 
 

Readings for Morning and Evening Prayer 
 

Monday 6 July  

Morning Prayer: Psalms 80, 82;  Judges 13:1-24;  Luke 17:20-end  

Evening Prayer: Psalms  85, 86 Job 33;  Romans 14:13-end 
 

Tuesday 7 July  

Morning Prayer: Psalms  87, 89:1-18; Judges 14; Luke 18:1-14 

Evening Prayer: Psalm 89:19-end; Job 38; Romans 15:1-13 
 

Wednesday 8 July  

Morning Prayer: Psalm 119:105-128; Judges 15:1-16:3; Luke 18:15-30 

Evening Prayer: Psalms 91,93; Job 39; Romans 15:14-21 
 

Thursday 9 July   

Morning Prayer: Psalms 90, 92; Judges 16:4-end; Luke 18:31-end  

Evening Prayer: Psalm 94; Job 40; Romans 15:22-end 

 

Friday 10 July 

Morning Prayer: Psalms 88, 95; Judges 17; Luke 19:1-10 

Evening Prayer: Psalm 104, Job 42; Romans 16:1-16 
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From the Pastoral Team Lead: 
 

Good news and bad news ebbs and flows around us as Corvid19 sinks in one 
place, only to rise in another.  Predicting the future, even of the next day, has 
always been an inexact science and now seems completely impossible.  Praise 
God that many of us have learned how to live, or even thrive, in such a rough 
sea.  Human contact has never been more important and if you know someone 
who is feeling the lack, do put us in touch through our email: 
<pastoral@stmarysck.org.uk>  or through one of the numbers on page 12. 
 

We continue to hold in prayer those who mourn, and remember those known 

to us who have recently died, including:  
 

Priscilla Couchman  Funeral Monday, 6th July at the Crematorium 
 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord,  

and may light perpetual shine upon them.  Amen. 
 

A small group of us meet with the Vicar every day for Morning Prayer, and if 

someone you know who may be ill in whatever way, would like to be 

remembered before God in this short service, we would be most happy to 

include them in our prayers.   

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit, be with us all, evermore.  Amen.    
 

Alison  

Restarting services/public worship 
 

Most people will be aware that the Government has given permission for 
places of worship to reopen for public worship under certain conditions.  
Numbers must be limited at any service and there can be no singing at 
present—which for a congregation like ours at St Mary’s will be a 
disappointment because we value our musical tradition.   The Vicar and 
Churchwardens are discussing guidelines which have come from both 
Government and the Diocese of Gloucester and deciding how we can comply 
with the restrictions which are placed upon us.  Be assured that we hope to be 
able to give some positive news about re-stating public worship at St Mary’s in 
the very near future.  
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Remember, remember the  5th of . . . July? 
 

Did you know that the 5th July used to be Midsummer Day?  In the days of open 

fields before the enclosure of  common land, which began in the early 17th 

century  and continued into the 18th and 19th  centuries,  July 5th was the old 

Midsummer Day.  It was traditionally the day when the common land was 

divided out for the agricultural year among the locals who held rights to share 

in its use.  There were different ways, usually involving some form of lottery, of 

sharing the out the parcels of  land—but all were intended to make sure that 

no one got the best or the worst of the land each year. 
 

Should we revert to 5th July for celebrating midsummer, rather than referring 

to the solstice (20th/21st June) as midsummer?  Well, it would make sense if we 

followed the meteorological seasons which places summer as falling in June/

July/August with the solstice marking the first day of the astronomical summer!  

Cheltenham Open Door—rising to the Covid-19 challenge 
 

You may have been wondering what effect  the Covid-19 pandemic and 

subsequent lockdown may have had on Cheltenham Open Door, a voluntary 

organisation which is dedicated to providing meals and support to those in 

poverty, hardship or distress.  Covid-19 meant that Open Door had to rethink it 

the way it worked—but work it has continued to do, at first by operating a 

takeaway meals from their premises in Grosvenor Street then, with the 

implementing of lockdown by delivering food parcels.  Many of their guests 

were physically unable to go out, or have mental health issues which the 

current crisis has exacerbated.  When the government introduced the plan to 

house the homeless Open Door began delivering food to all 50 here in 

Cheltenham.  
 

Cheltenham Open Door does not receive any central funding  and has to rely 

on donations to keep operating.  Financial support is always welcome as are 

gifts of food and toiletries.  There are donation points in supermarkets such as 

Tewkesbury Road Sainsbury’s.  To learn more about the work being done and 

discover how your can support this very worthy local organisation with a 

donation, visit the Open Door website at https://cheltenhamopendoor.org.uk/ 
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FOR YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK 

Please pray for those who are sick including  Brian Clarke, Raymond Blackwell, 
Colin Johnson,  Brenda Linney, Zoe Grist, Kathy Keffler and Jill Muir.  
 

Please pray for the families and friends of Priscilla Couchman and ***who have 
died recently. 
 

We also remember Yvonne Brawn, Arthur Turner, Fred Packer, Doreen Aylott 
Thomas Berry and Sean Teague whose year’s mind falls at this time. 

FRIDAYS AT SIX—WEDDING AND BAPTISM ENQUIRIES 
 

These sessions have been suspended for the time being.  If you wish to enquire 
about booking a wedding or baptism, please contact the Vicar by phone or 
email (contact details below) 

CONTACTS: 
 

The Parish Office is now closed until 
COVID-19 restrictions are lifted. 
 

Vicar 
 

Revd Graham Bowkett, 01242 253402 
vicar@stmarysck.org.uk 
(Day off—Tuesday) 
 

Curate 
Revd Adrian Beere, 07788 725331  
curate@stmarysck.org.uk 
(Day off—Friday) 
 

Church Wardens 
Jean Huckett, 01242 300415 
Colin Revell, 01242 285757 
churchwarden@stmarysck.org.uk 
 

Verger and Sacristan 
Derrick Walker  01242 525742 
sacristan@stmarysck.org.uk 
 

Pastoral Team Lead 
Alison Talbot   
 

 

Items for inclusion in the Notices may be emailed to 
churchwarden@stmarysck.org.uk or vicar@stmarysck.org.uk 

Pastoral Team   
Contact Alison, Heather, Jenny and 
Lynne via email at: 
pastoral@stmarysck.org.uk 
 

Bells    Hilda Ridley, 01242 511706 

Prayer:  
Look upon us, Lord: 
may the darkness of our souls 
vanish before the beams of your 
   brightness. 
Fill us with holy love: 
open to us the treasures of your  
   wisdom; 
encourage what you have begun in us, 
and prompt us to ask in prayer what  
   your spirit already desires for us. 
Turn your face to us and show us  
   your glory: 
then shall our longing be satisfied, 
and our life complete. 
Amen. 


