For your prayers:

Please pray for those who are sick including Zoe Grist, Kathy Keffler, Val Flippance
and Karen Bucknall.
Please pray for the families and friends of Antoinette (Toni) Shea who has died
recently.
We also remember John Barr, Terence Palk and Harold Butcher whose year’s mind
falls at this time.
WEDDING AND BAPTISM ENQUIRIES
All enquiries about weddings or baptisms should be made directly to the Vicar or
Curate —contact details below.
CONTACTS:
Parish Office 01242 224883,
parishoffice@stmarysck.org.uk

Vicar
Revd Graham Bowkett, 01242 253402
vicar@stmarysck.org.uk
(Day off—Tuesday)
Curate
Revd Adrian Beere, 07788 725331
curate@stmarysck.org.uk
(Day off—Friday)

Church Wardens
Jean Huckett, 01242 300415
Colin Revell, 01242 285757
churchwarden@stmarysck.org.uk
Verger and Sacristan
Derrick Walker 01242 525742
sacristan@stmarysck.org.uk
Bells:
Hilda Ridley, 01242 511706

St Mary’s Church, Charlton Kings
Sunday, 24th January, 2021—Epiphany 3
We regret that due to the present status of the Covid pandemic it has been
decided to temporarily suspend the 8:00am Communion service on Sundays and
the 11:00am Communion service on Thursdays.
The 10:00am Parish Communion service on Sundays will be broadcast ’live’ via the
internet and may be viewed on the St Mary’s website at
https://www.stmarysck.org.uk/WP/. The service will remain available for
viewing ‘live; or at any other time during the following week.
Only those people who have a role in the service (presiding/preaching/reading/
leading intercessions) will be present in church where social distancing and the
wearing of face coverings will be observed at all times.

Pastoral Team Lead
Alison Talbot, 01242 520294
Pastoral Team contacts
Alison, Heather, and Jenny
pastoral@stmarysck.org.uk

TODAY’S SERVICE

Collect for the Conversion of Paul

The service sheet may be downloaded
and printed from the website

25th January
Almighty God,
who caused the light of the gospel
to shine throughout the world
through the preaching of your servant
St Paul:
grant that we who celebrate his
wonderful conversion
may follow him in bearing witness to
your truth;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Items for inclusion in the Notices need to be emailed to
churchwarden@stmarysck.org.uk by Tuesday each week
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and in all our weakness
sustain us by your mighty power;
through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

10:00am Parish Communion
President: Rev’d Adrian Beere
Preacher: Rev’d Graham Bowkett
Readings: Genesis 14:17-20
Revelation 19:6-10
John 2:1-11
Hymn: Common Praise No. 84
‘Brightest and best of the
sons of the morning’

Post Communion Prayer:
Almighty God,
whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is
the light of the world:
may your people, illumined by your
word and sacraments,
shine with the radiance of his glory,
that he may be known, worshipped,
and obeyed to the ends of the earth;
for he is alive and reigns, now and for
ever.
Amen.

Collect
Almighty God;
whose Son revealed in signs and
miracles
the wonder of your saving presence:
renew your people with your
heavenly grace,
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Regular Services:

While we remain under current lockdown restrictions Morning and Evening Prayer
(except for Thursday morning) will be said via Zoom—
email Graham (vicar@stmarysck.org.uk) if you would like to be sent the link to join
this service.
Online Services:
Sunday:
10:00am Parish Communion (CW Order 1)
The service sheet for Sunday may be downloaded from the Parish Website

Thursday at 10:15am
Little Fishes, a short and informal service for parents, carers and pre-school
children continues via Zoom every Thursday morning. Contact Anne on 260575 if
you would like to be sent the link and join in.
Weddings and Funerals
Please contact one of the clergy to enquire about arranging a wedding or funeral at
St Mary’s.
Information about current regulations concerning weddings and funerals, including
numbers allowed to attend, is available on the Government website at:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home#weddings-civilpartnerships-religious-services-and-funerals

A message from Bishop Robert
For so many it is quite clear that this, lockdown 3, is the
hardest. In part I suspect this is because we are
approaching a year since the beginning of the pandemic
and know the reality of living with the restrictions on our
lives and our freedoms and just how tiring this is. I
suspect also, this time it is because there is the promise of
something better with the roll out of the vaccine, but even while it is happening
around us we are being told, very clearly, with the pressure on our hospitals, with so
many ill and indeed dying, we must wait, keep to the guidance, maintain distancing,
and live with the social and economic implications for a bit longer. The future looks
better and indeed is here in the vaccine, but it is also not yet. It’s really tough,
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As Christians we are in many ways used to living with this paradox. Jesus proclaims
the coming of the Kingdom, God’s reign is one of justice, mercy and peace, and yet
this also is not yet. We are to be Kingdom people, people of deep hope and
confidence in the power of God made visible in the love of Christ yet engaged in the
reality life. Life in all its fullness is to be lived in the midst of the mess of life into
which Jesus Christ is born, and lives, and dies, and rises, conquering the darkness.
Its OK therefore for us to acknowledge to ourselves and others how hard this time
is, recognising that doing so also sets us free to look with expectancy to what is to
be and then to live well, abundantly, now.
I therefore suggest we have a vitally important role to play as Christians gathered in
the church for our nation and world, to weep with God’s people, to encourage each
other, to run the race. We know how easily negative words sow doubt and distrust,
but as Kingdom people, we are called to speak positively and point to the places it
breaks through, in the care and service we see in others, in hospitals, schools, the
places of our daily lives. This is especially important in encouraging others to accept
the gift of the vaccine. My 82-year-old father in law has received his with
enthusiasm and delight. You will know others who have had theirs. I will patiently
wait my turn and when it comes, take it with deep thankfulness for those who have
enabled it. We need to tell, indeed it is vital that we tell this story of light in
darkness, to our friends and our neighbours especially those who may be nervous or
afraid.
Encourage one another, build each other up Paul reminds us. Kingdom people with
a purpose who know life. The Life I, and Bishop Rachel, give thanks for in you, that
we share in our Diocese.
With prayers and every blessing,

+ Robert
(First published in the Diocesan Bulletin, 19 January 2021)

Marmalade:

Alison is making Seville Orange marmalade and would love to share it, so if you
would like a jar (about 1lb; amounts may vary slightly) let her know on 520294.
Doorstep delivery by arrangement, donation to St Mary’s funds by blue envelope
most welcome.
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